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NAIA NATIONAL CHAMPIONS!

C

edarville University won the NAIA National
Women's Cross Country Championship on
Nov. 17 in Kenosha, WI for the school's first
national title in any sport. Elvin King, who completed his 33rd season as head coach for the Jackets, was
voted NAIA National Coach of the Year.
The Lady Jackets, who entered the meet ranked No.
2 in the country, totaled 147 points to outrun secondplace Concordia NE, who had 169 points, while
Hastings NE was third with 173 points. There were
28 total teams and 238 competitors in all.
Erin Nehus earned All-America honors for the third
straight time by touring the 5,000 meters in 18:16 to
place 3rd. Joining the junior on the All-America unit
were classmates Jennifer Tetrick, who was 12th in
18:36, and Heidi Wright, who finished 29th in 18:53.
The top 30 finishers are All-Americans .
Others running for the Jackets were sophomore
Sarah Roberts, 59th, 19:25; junior Kim McNeilance,
83rd, 19:46; freshman Abigail Winburn, 113th, 20:05;
and junior Jen Roman, 136th, 20: 15.
Winning the NAIA banner put the finishing touches
on the best CU season ever. The Lady Jackets won the
NCCAA national title, the American' Mideast
Conference championship, and four other invitationals.
They finished third in the All-Ohio Championships
trailing only champion Kent State and runner-up
Toledo.
King earned multiple Coach of the Year honors,
Nehus was the NCCAA and AMC individual champion, and four Lady Jackets total were NCCAA All-

Dr. Dixon poses with members of the women's cross country team at
the NCCAA Nationals.

Americans. What's more, five CU runners were recognized as All-America Scholar-Athletes. The 2002
season looks optimistic with all of the top seven runners returning.
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CRISIS

CALLAN'$ COMMENTS
number of years ago as I
was preparing to go to
China, I came across an article that told of the meaning of the
Chinese character they use for the
word crisis. It had a meaning that
caused me to stop and contemplate
how such a meaning impacts us as
Christians and especially Christian
athletes.
Dr. Don Callan
The Chinese say that the word crisis has a double meaning. One part means danger and the other meaning is
opportunity. We Americans are presently living in a crisis
situation. Yes, there are dangers, but the opportunity presented has in fact, strengthened our nation and our resolve
to be free from terrorism and threat to our nation and families.
Having spent my life in the pressure-packed profession
of coaching, I think I know what living in an athletic crisis
situation is like. Most of that crisis feeling and pressure
was self-imposed as I sought to meet the standards the
world has somehow placed on those who compete in athletics.
The world says good guys finish last because they aren't
tough enough, so we try to be tough. It says winning is the
objective, and if we don't win enough then we are less than
we should be, so winning becomes paramount and drives
us.
The world says we can win if we only try hard enough,
and sacrifice enough, so we extend our time and sacrifice
family for that elusive win. Our self-worth is somehow
wrapped up in winning and losing. Some coaches "use"
athletes to gain that sense of accomplishment the world
demands of them. Some even cheat at recruiting, grades
and eligibility for that elusive win.
I have thought and said many times that it is not so
important what we do in athletics, but the issue is, what is
athletics doing to us? As we are becoming conformed to
the world's standards, we somehow relinquish cfur Biblical
perspective that tells us "do not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will"
(Romans 12:2).
The apostle Paul relates to the crisis in his life by saying,
"now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened
to me has really served to advance the gospel" (Philippians
1: 12). Yes, a crisis opens up opportunities for Christians to

A

use the crisis they are in, in spite of the dangers, to demonstrate that they belong to Christ and choose to serve Him at
all costs. As Paul further says in Philippians 1:21, "for to
me, to live is Christ and to die is gain."
This fall our volleyball team was in a tight match where
the outcome could have a huge impact on their season.
One of our players made an "honor call" saying she had
tipped the ball although the official had missed it. Her honesty not only gave the ball to the other team, but cost our
team the point and in the new rally scoring gave the point
to the other team.
This honor call decision had been made long before in
the resolve the team had and chose to adhere to all season.
This was a big game and could mean so much, why not just
let the official do her job and go on with life? The call our
player made on herself was met with approval of the entire
team and coaches. This is where the rubber meets the road.
This decision was based on character, not the world's standard of "win at all cost." Our team did rally and eventually won the match.
As I sat in on their end-of-season banquet I was so challenged by this story because after that tough match our
coach, Teresa Clark, was approached by one of the officials
with the question, "why would anyone make such a call
and jeopardize a win, a season?" Teresa then was able to
take the time and explain the Biblical reasons for being
honest in all situations, not just those that benefit us. She
was given the privilege to share the love of Christ and giving His very life so that we might live forever. I think they
used a crisis situation to bring glory to God by responding
according to God's Word.
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Four added to Athletic Hall of Fame
Cedarville University added four new members to
its Athletic Hall of Fame at the annual Hall of Fame
banquet in the Stevens Student Center on February 1
in festivities during Alumni Weekend.
Former three-sport standout Melissa Hartman,
men's tennis player Steve Brumbaugh, baseball and
basketball player Norris Smith, as well as Dr. Shirley
Schneider, who was inducted for her longtime meritorious service to men's basketball, were honored.
Hartman starred in basketball,
volleyball, and tennis for the Lady
Jackets from 1992-96. The native
of Fort Wayne, Indiana was a twotime NAIA All-America ScholarAthlete and a two-time all-conference selection in all three sports
plus she holds various records in L.11-----11..a....L..u.-_ _....__.
Melissa Hartman
each.
Hartman is Cedarville's fourth all-time leading
scorer in basketball with 1,678 points and is the alltime leader in assists (456), steals (293), and threepoint field goals (154). She was a 1995 NCCAA
Second Team All-American.
In tennis, Hartman was the 1996 Mid-Ohio
Conference singles champion and the 1993 doubles
champ with her older sister, Angela. She was the
NAIA Prince/lTA Graduate Scholar following her
senior season and she finished her career with records
of 41-12 in singles and 37-10 in doubles. Hartman,
who is currently a resident physician in emergency
medicine in Grand Rapids, Michigan, is the volleyball
Lady Jackets' all-time leader in digs (2,429) and
matches played (184).
Brumbaugh, who still resides
in his hometown of West Milton,
Ohio, was a key member of
Cedarville's most dominant era of
men's tennis from 1986-90. He is
the Yellow Jackets' all-time victories leader in singles ( 118) and
doubles (107).
Brumbaugh was a four-time Steve Brumbaugh
All-NAIA District 22 selection and he earned a spot
on the All-Mid-Ohio Conference Team three times.

He was a member of four Cedarville teams that qualified for the NAIA National Tournament. During his
career, the Jackets rolled to a 142-13 record including
a 57-0 home mark.
Brumbaugh is currently the head men's tennis
coach at the University of Dayton. He has guided the
Flyers to a 60-48 record during his five years at the
helm. He was named the 1999 Atlantic 10 Coach of
the Year after guiding UD to a school-record 21 wins.
Smith was a standout on the
basketball court and baseball diamond for the Yellow Jackets from
1959 through 1963. A native of
Kirkersville, Ohio, he scored 1,238
career points on the hardwood and
holds the school record for the
most points scored in one half with
Norris Smith
38. He led the Mid-Ohio
Conference in scoring as a junior with 21 points per
game, was a two-time all-conference pick, and twice
was tabbed Team MVP.
Smith was a three-time Team MVP in baseball.
He still holds the school record for the most pitching
victories in a season with nine and was a member of
one conference title team. Smith, who happens to be
Brumbaugh's father-in-law, is currently the Director
of Indoor Athletic Facilities at Cedarville following a
27-year teaching and 25-year coaching career at
Marion L. Steele High School in Amherst, Ohio.
Schneider, who is a 1986 honorary alumnus of Cedarville, has
served as the men 's basketball
scorekeeper and statistician since
1972. For many years she handled
the duties at both home and road
games. Dr. Schneider, who is a
graduate of Wittenberg University, .__......._---=.:..-_._....
recently
retired
from
her Dr. Shirley Schneider
Springfield, Ohio dental practice after serving the
community for 40 years.
These additions bring the membership of the
Athletic Hall of Fame to 39 people. The Hall was
founded in 1984.
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~ \FALL SPO RTS ACT ION I

Steve Zarrilli, a senior d~fender t~~:/~~~
Ohio became Cedarville s first
Ame;ica First Team selection in 11 years.

Jane Adams, a sophomore forward from
South
Hadley,
Massachusetts, led the Lady
Jackets in scoring for the second
straight year with 12 goals and 11
assists for 35 points.

Junior goalkeeper Matt Reid posted
a school-record eight shutouts during the 2001 season including the
only one registered against
American Mideast Conference
champion Rio Grande. The native
of Brownsburg, Indiana was voted
to the All-AMC First Team.

Erin Nehus, who has been
Cedarville 's No. 1 runner since she
joined the program, is a three-time
NAJA and NCCAA All-American.
The junior from Gallipolis, Ohio
won the NCCAA title and placed
third at the NAJA Nationals.
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Sophomore
goalkeeper Melissa
Fawcet:, who is a product of
Cedarville High School, was voted to
~he All-AMC Second Team after posting a school-record seven shutouts.

Jennifer Tetrick, a junior from
Redding, California, was an NAJA
and NCCAA All-American in her
first season of collegiate cross
country.

IFALL SPORTS ACTION!~

Pella, Iowa product Justin Gerber
was one of the five seniors on the
Yellow Jacket men 's cross country

Josh Mark, a junior from New
Carlisle, Ohio, was the lone representative from the men's cross country team to compete at the NAIA
Nationals.

squad.

Amy Martin, a senior middle hitter from
South Charleston, Ohio, was one of only
eight players in school history to reach
1:000 career kills. She ranks fifth al/time at_ CU (1,486) in the category and
fourth m total blocks (430).

Heather van der Aa, a senior from Bloomington, Illinois, became Cedarville 's first-ever NAIA All-American in volleyball by being voted
to the Third Team. She was tabbed NAIA Region IX Player of the Year and the American Mideast Conference Player of the Year. The 6foot-2 middle hitter exits the program as the school's all-time leader in kills (2,390), total attacks (4,466), attack percentage (.379), block
assists (390), and total blocks (586). Her .882 attack percentage for a single match also tied the NAIA national record and she led the
country with 713 kills for the 2001 season.

STING

FALL SPORTS

Recap

Men's Soccer
New head coach Ben Belleman guided the Yellow
Jackets to a 16-6-2 record which was a new school record
for most victories in a season. Cedarville tied for third out
of 17 American Mideast Conference schools with a 12-31 mark and hosted their first NAIA playoff match in 23
years.
The Jackets won the NCCAA Midwest Region championship with wins over Concordia and Grace. They
advanced to the NCCAA National Tournament where they
placed third out of eight schools .
Sophomore forward Jon Waldo
exploded for 21 goals and a schoolrecord 14 assists for 56 points.
Senior defender Steve Zarrilli
became the first CU player in 11
years to be named to the NCCAA
All-America First Team. He was
joined on the All-AMC First Team
by junior goalkeeper Matt Reid.
Jon Waldo
Senior co-captain Lael Bryant and
fellow classmate Michael Burgman were named NAIA
and NCCAAAll-America Scholar-Athletes. Other seniors
on the squad were co-captains Justin Geer and Josh
Radcliffe along with Rob Marshall and Curt Savage.

Women's Soccer
The women's soccer team posted their second straight
winning record with an 11 -9-2 slate and advanced to the
NCCAA Midwest Region championship match. That's
great for a program only in its fifth year of varsity competition. However, it was a season of what "could have
been" if it weren't for injuries to key players from season's
start.
All-time leading scorer Michelle Ruhlman missed no
less than 10 matches due to injury. All-conference and allregion midfielder Cindy Probus went down with a head
\
injury in the fifth match and was out the rest of the season.
Despite missing nearly half the season, Ruhlman was
still named to the NCCAA All- America First Team. She
finished second on the team in scoring with 8 goals and 4
assists for 20 points. She leaves as Cedarville's all-time
leader in goals (34), assists (27), and points (95) .
Sophomore forward Jane Adams matched her school
record for most points in a season with 35. She netted 12
goals and tied the school mark with 11 assists. Melissa

FALL SPORTS

Fawcett started every game in goal with a 1.66 goals
against average and a school record seven shutouts.

Women's Volleyball
The spikers posted their 11th consecutive winning season
and their second straight 29-14 overall record. The Jackets
struggled to win half of their first 16 matches, but then finished with a 21 -6 record over the final two-thirds of the
schedule.
Cedarville was 17-6 in the American Mideast
Conference which was good enough for sixth place out of
20 teams. The finish earned them yet another post-season
berth in the AMC playoffs.
Heather van der Aa capped off a brilliant career by being
named to the NAIA All-America Third Team. It was the
first time that a Lady Jacket player had ever been so honored. The 6-foot-2 middle hitter graduates with numerous
records to her credit highlighted by her 2,390 career kills
which is 502 more than the old record.
Amy Martin, whose career numbers
at CU rank fifth in kills and fourth in
blocks, as well as Cheryl Meyer are
two more seniors who enjoyed fouryear careers at Cedarville. The Yellow
Jackets boasted a 113-56 record over
the past four seasons.
Cheryl Meyer

Men's Cross Country
The Cedarville men's cross country squad placed fourth
at the NCCAA Nationals and was the American Mideast
Conference runner-up. The Yellow Jackets, who were
ranked in the NAIA Top 25 for the majority of the season,
picked up their only invitational victory at the Wilmington
Invitational.
Josh Mark was the program's lone representative at the
NAIA Nationals where he placed 111 th out of 240 runners.
He was an AMC honorable mention performer upon finishing ninth in the conference meet.
A quintet of seniors consisting of Jody Fox, Ken
Loescher, Justin Gerber, Jason Gray, and Dan Plaatje
closed out their cross country careers. Fox was the team's
No. 1 runner in three meets including the NCCAA
Nationals where he placed 22nd overall. Loescher repeated as an NAIA and NCCAAAll-America Scholar-Athlete.
Alan Bruder, a junior, joined Loescher on the NCCAA listmg.

STING

CU adds three to
coaching staff
Three new head coaches have joined the Yellow Jacket staff for
the 2001 -02 school year. The trio includes women's basketball
coach Kirk Martin, men's soccer coach Ben Belleman, and men's
golf coach Ryan Bowen.
Martin returns to his alma mater with an
impressive list of credentials produced at a
school where he was employed since graduating
from Cedarville in 1976. He guided the girls
team at Southeastern High School, located just
eight miles away in South Charleston, Ohio, to a
297-34 record for a .897 winning percentage
during a coaching career that spanned 1986-97
and 1999-2001. He led the Trojans to the Ohio
Kirk Ma rtin
Division IV state championship in 1996, one
state runner-up finish, and to 11 Kenton Trace Conference championships including 10 straight. Southeastern assembled a 162-game
KTC winning streak, won all 11 district title games they ever played
in, and advanced to the Division IV Sweet 16 in 11 of the last 12
years.
Ben Belleman, who recorded 256 victories
during a 21 -year high school coaching career,
returned to a Yellow Jacket program where he
starred on the soccer field before graduating
from the school in 1979. He paced Cedarville to
a school-record 16 victories this fall, was named
NCCAA Midwest Region Coach of the Year, and
led the kickers to a third-place showing at the
NCCAA Nationals.
Ben Be/leman
Belleman came to CU after spending the
previous 18 years at Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy in Ohio
where he served as athletic director and won 205 matches as the
boys' head soccer coach. He developed CVCA into one of the top
high school soccer programs in Northeast Ohio.
The Royals, who compete in the OHSAA, did not have a losing season in the last 12 years and they won the tough Tri-County
Soccer League five times in the seven years the conference has been
in existence. Belleman took one team to the Ohio Division II semifinals and seven squads to the quarterfinals. He was a two-time
Ohio Division II Coach of the Year and was accorded the same
honor for Division III following the 2000 season.
Former Yellow Jacket golfer Ryan Bowen
is in his first season as head coach of the CU
men's golf team. The 1991 Cedarville graduate
was a four-year varsity performer with the
Jackets and was the squad's No. 1 player his
final three seasons.
Bowen was a two-time All-NAIA District
22 performer, earned All-Mid-Ohio Conference
recognition once, and was a member of an
NCCAA Midwest Region championship team.
He became only the third golfer in school history to win district
medalist honors when he accomplished the feat as a junior in 1990
thus earning a trip to the NAIA National Tournament. Bowen is in
his sixth year as a Senior Analyst in the university's Computer
Services Department.

Lady Jackets off to great start
It's a new era in Cedarville University women's basketball
under new head coach Kirk Martin. The Lady Jackets, who put
together a season-high six-game winning streak, entered the final
week of January at 14-7 overall and 8-4 in the American Mideast
Conference.
CU has played six games against NAIA Top 25 opponents and
pulled out two victories. They were 80-72 overtime winners at
NAIA Division II No. 18 Taylor and later rallied for a 62-60 victory in the Athletic Center over six-time defending AMC champion
and No. 7 Shawnee State.
Senior center Kirste n Rossotti
returned to the program following a year
layoff from basketball and is among the
league leaders in scoring (19 .9 ppg) and
rebounding (10.3 rpg). She also became
the 10th player in school history to surpass 1,000 career points.
Sophomore guard Julie Stauffer
checks in at 14.0 points per game.
Freshman guard Kari Flunker has made
an immediate impact by providing 12.6
points per game with an 84 percent accuracy from the charity stripe.
Kirsten Rossotti

Cagers bombing their way to victory
The Yellow Jacket men continue to make the three-point shot a
primary weapon in their arsenal as they approached the final week
of January at 11 -11 overall and 5-5 in the American Mideast
Conference. They have buried a dozen or more treys1n nine games
including a school-record 19 bombs in a 99-96 overtime win at
Christian Heritage.
Cedarville has notched some other big wins in the process. The
list includes an 88-83 decision at NAIA Division II No. 10 Taylor, a
82-69 victory over No. 12 Walsh in the Athletic Center, and an 8784 win against longtime Greene County rival Central State. Close
games have been commonplace with five overtime contests and nine
games decided by less than ten points.
Ray Slagle, who is in his second season at CU, has developed a
starting line-up consisting of four sophomores and a freshman. Josh
Gast, a sophomore, leads a balanced attack at 14.6 ppg while classmate Barry Chamberlin averages 13.5 points with a team-high 8.8
rebounds. Senior David Dingeman comes off the bench with 13 .1
points and second-year guard Greg Guiler adds 11.5 points. Rookie
guard Jason Weakley supplies 9.5 points with a team-high 84 assists.
The Athletic Center atmosphere has continued to come back to
life. The Jackets have averaged 2,125 fans in five home games in
January.

2002 Yellow Jacket Summer Sports Camps
June 17-21 , Boys Basketball (grades 5-12)
June 24-28, Boys/Girls Soccer (grades 7-12)
July 8-12, Girls Volleyball (grades 7-12)
July 15-19, Girls Basketball (grades 7-12)
July 22-26, Boys/Girls Soccer Day Camp (grades 2-6)

~

For more inform ati on, contact the CU Ath letic Department:
Tammy Slone, Adm inistrative Assistant

937-766-7768
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STIN ~ ROF ILE
Michelle Ruhlman, a senior midfielder from Shoreline, Washington, ended her Lady Jacket soccer career as a four-time
NCCAA All-American, a four-time Team MVP, and Cedarville's all-time leader in goals (34 ), assists (27), and points (95).
However, two separate injuries during the 2001 campaign placed her on the sidelines for ten contests during CU's 11-9-2
season. She talks about life, her soccer career, and how she coped with an injury-riddled senior season.

Tell us about your family.
There are eight children in my family four boys and four girls - and I'm the
fourth oldest. My dad has been the pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church for 21
years . Our whole family has been
involved in soccer. Actually, Coach
Reese (CU athletic director Pete Reese)
coached my dad at The Master's College
which was his first time playing soccer.
My parents had all of us kids involved in
sports when we were younger and they
started me in soccer in third grade.
How did you end up at Cedarville?
My brother, Scott, came here first and
was on the cross country team. He was
also pursuing a degree in the medical
field which was what I wanted to do in
nursing. He told me about the campus
and said the facilities for nursing were
really good. He also mentioned the quality Christian atmosphere and
the people that were here. I wasn't sure I could do it because it is so far
from home, but God showed me that it was where He wanted me to go.
Was your career at Cedarville what you expected?
I really enjoyed soccer at Cedarville because of the team atmosphere
and the closeness that we had. In high school, soccer was fun and I
played with the same girls since I was little so we knew each other really well on the field. But I think here at Cedarville knowing each other
well off the field was a big plus for me because my best friends are from
the soccer team.
How did you deal with having to miss ten matches in your senior
season?
It was hard! I really wanted to be out there a lot, but I think that God
made me realize that there are other parts of the team as well. I think
that is one thing that I've learned my entire four years at Cedarville
because it seems like I've been injured a lot. You don't just have to be
a starter to be a leader on the team . The people on the bench are very
strong and they encourage the people on the field . I saw both sides of
that especially this season . I wished I could be out on the field so bad .
It would have been easier to be an example on the. field and just do it.
Did you set such goals for the records you established\at Cedarville
or did it just seem to happen?
I don' t think I necessarily set goals to score. I really like getting assists
and it's even more fun because you see the whole picture of soccer and
how it works together. I just tried to play my best in every game.
Why did you select to pursue a career in nursing?
Ever since I was little I wanted to be a nurse. When I was a senior in
high school, my mother showed me something I had written in kindergarten that I wanted to be a nurse. It really hasn't changed since then .
I really like nursing because you play a part in caring for people and for
helping them to get better. I enjoy doing that and seeing their joy when
they even make small steps to recovery.

How is your faith in Christ enhanced as a nurse?
You definitely see how awesome God is and how awesome His creation
is . In studying just the little fine details of anatomy and physiology and
how everything works together perfectly it's just amazing! I can't see
how anyone can ' t believe in God because of just how awesome He created our bodies.
How did you balance a demanding academic major along with playing soccer?
It's definitely tough and very challenging. I think sometimes when I'm
in soccer that I'm more motivated and dedicated to study because you
know there's only a certain amount of time that you have available. You
have to get the work done no matter what.
What are your plans after graduation?
I'm getting married on July 20 to Aaron Keller, whom I met in high
school. We plan to live in Spokane, Washington and he has another
semester of student teaching to complete at Whitworth College. I figure
to get a job as an RN there. After that we'll see what the Lord has
planned for us, but we would like to settle down in the Northwest.
What's real important to you in life?
I think just honoring and glorifying God in all that I do. Having a theme
in soccer, "All for the glory of God," every year has really challenged
me to think about it in all areas of my life. That should be our main goal
in life to glorify Him in all that we do.
What will you remember most about your experience at Cedarville?
I'll remember the friendships that I've made here because they will last
a lifetime. Also, I think about the good times and good talks that we' ve
had as well as learning about other people and realizing that God is so
good . He leads and directs us to knowing Him. Even though we all
have different pasts, we all have that common knowledge of knowing
God and loving Him even if we are different.

